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LIGHT THE FIRE

What is your view regarding the ‘Wild’ theme?

I perceive the notion of ‘rewilding’ more with a societal view point than
an ecological. Resigning from the current system to go and live in the
fringes of society, in the deep forest, would be out of the question. At the
heart of urbanity, we observe in our time period the emergence of a need
for rebellion, to express anger and to raise the clenched fist. In pasteurised
and highly formatted times, people feel the desire to resist what is beyond
their control. Everyone can feel a loss of control regarding the authorities
and power, but also facing the issue of climate change. The loss of one’s
bearings also arouses doubts and worries. The middle classes feel
particularly unsettled and can no more tolerate this uncertainty. The
collective despondency can therefore lead to wild reactions. Rebellion and
radical behaviour is all that is left. We are already witnesses and victims
of extreme violence which reflects pure barbarity.

What are the stylistic expressions of this type of wildness?

The latent revolt is characterised by a brutal aesthetic where forms are
broken, compacted and concentrated according to a radical assembling
process which leaves things to chance or fate. We seek to prevail over
chaos. It is no longer the time for a quest of subtle delicateness, but a
search of powerful expression, strength through the roughness. This
creation requires a fight against the material to master it. We play with
a purifier fire, bearer of hope, who comes to carbonise and forge materials.
The blowtorch fire fossilises the hardened wood under its flame. Oxidised
metals are in the spotlight. Spit-fired, smoked flavours give the primal
taste back to food, for example when the chef Akrame invents a sumptuous
black madeleine made of vegetable carbon.

The designers of the Formafantasma studio use activated carbon to
conceive a set of glass containers for filtering water. It works around
the versatility of a material which has purifying qualities but which is
also stigmatised for its noxious impact on the environment. Cosmetics
wise, carbon is also used for its purifying and detoxifying properties.
We rediscover its medicinal properties for digestion. A darkness and
obscure beauty cultivates a new strange and gothic sombre. Wild becomes
dark but in a positive and beneficial approach, as we can see it in the
Health Goth movement. This urban fashion tribe combines sport outfits
and black monochrome. Over the still steaming ashes of the Old World, it
will be time to rebuild the new one. As in a field filled with smoke, fire will
come to fertilise creation; it allows the germination of life again.
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